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Desegregation Spotlights Arlington School Board

By John Lawson
Staft Reporter

Five Arlington citizens have
been thrust into a national
spotlight by virtue of their
membership on the County
School Board.

These people are not unac-
customed to being’ in the
public eye on a local level be-
cause school matters have al-
ways generated fierce con-
troversy in Arlington. What is
moving them into the wider
areas are the decisions and
actions they must make on
school desegregation.

The {ive-member School
Board is sharply split in its
approach to educational philo-
sophy. It remains to be seen
whether the Board will unite
on desegregation problems.

Some clue to the members’
position is expected Tuesday
when the Board has scheduled
a meeting to make public its
position on applications of
Negro children to enter white
schools. Some background and
personal characteristics of the
members may be helpful in
knowing them better.

Peck A Conservative

At the head of the Board
is an automobile dealer and
former chairman of the Coun-
ty Board, Robert A. Peck. His
crew-cut hair and native en-
thusiasm make him seem even
vounger than his 44 years. Al
right-wing- copservative, he a,

]

believer in segregation and an:
announced enemy of the
County’s liberal element.

The father of two children
in Arlington schools, Peck set
out early to remake many of
the policies set down by the
previously liberal - controlled
Board.

Since his appointment to
the Board a year ago, he often
has rua into solid opposition
but invariably he emerges
smiling as dedicated if not as
stubborn as before.

A Republican, he repre-

sented that ticket on the
County Board {rom 1952 to
1956, and was a vigorous sup-
porter (though not a mem-
tber) of the Arlington Inde-
'‘pendent Movement (AIM) be-
fore it disbanded in June.

Peck’s views are reinforced
and even enlarged upon by,
Helen S. Lane, who was ap-
pointed to the Board Ilast|
December and since then has
become unquestionably the
Board’s most controversial
member.
A Scgregationist

The 52-year-old Mrs. Lane
is a segregationist, an ad-
mirer of the "Defenders of.
iState Sovereighty and Indl-t
vidual Liberties (before whom:
she has spoken) and a vigor-
ous critic of liberal School
Board policies.

Mrs. Lane, a former school-
teacher, now a secretary in the,

Joy

Stockard

Mrs. Lane

e « - their Zocal actiorns will have national interest

|
:’oi’ﬁce of the general counsel of
the Treasury. has attempted to
remain relatively aloof from
ithe segregation controversy,|
;but she is an outspoken andJ
bitter critic of “modern” edu-!
\catlonal values. (

\ She is sensitive to criticism,|
'but her attitudes—often de.:
’fensxve—-are known and felt
'by the Board, which numbers:
ther as the more vociferous of
its two conservatives. :
! Oldest member of the Board
in term of service is Barnard
Joy, 49, holder of a doctorate
in education and probably the
'Board's most active educator.

Joy, who gravely chain-
smokes through Board meet-
ings, spends much of .his spare
.time as a forceful member of

-girls and two boys,

|
the Virginia State School
‘Boards Association and other

educational organizations.
The father of two grown
one of
-whom recently graduated from
Washmgton-Lee High School,
Joy is in his tenth year on

'the Board and his 22d as an,
Arlington resident. He was the:

first chairman of the elected
School Board in 1948. He is
assistant to the administrator
of the Agriculture Research
Service.

In dress he is casual, in his
views liberal, but he is precise
in slow, drawhng speech—
reminiscent more ° of Texas
than his native Florida:

James Stockard, on the other
hand, is a genuine Texan.!

iThough his speech betrays no'
‘origin, Stockard has perhaps
;more southern background
than any other Board mem-
' ber. ‘
[ Descended on both sides of
his family from Confederate
soldiers (one of whom accom-
panied ,Lee to Appomatox),;
|Stockard at 43 feels he is in
‘an unusual position to under-
'stand the South's viewpoint.

He has lived in Arlington
for 16 years and absorbed the
Northerner’'s liberal views on
segregation. But he feels he
understands the Southerner's|
position in the context of a:
Supreme Court decision that.
promises to remake the re-;
gion’s social fabric.

Stockard has three children,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

all school age, is a meticulous
dresser, and a dedicated 1li-
beral. He is training director
of the General Services Ad-
ministration.

In the middle of the Board’s
liberal-conservative division—
and liking it—is L. Lee Beam,
42-year-old lawyer, new to the
Board and already its con-
trolling force.

Bean found himself virtually
at the helm almost as soon
as he was appointed last De-
cember. Brushing aside pres-
sure to join one of the two
factions, he declared his in-
tention as a conservative to
“study each problem and vote
by convictions,” and thereby
dashed all hope that he would
‘throw control firmly into con-
servative hands.

As a result, shots have flown
his way from both sides. Yet
Bean remains relatively un.
‘concerned. He is quiet spoken,
iseldom engaging himself in the

iwrangles that occasionally
‘erupt, and consistently he is
unpredictable.

Striken with polio in 1935,
he has twice headed 1local
polio fund drives.

A conservative dresser, he
is equally cautious in his pub-
lic and private remarks. His
energy comes through quietly.
His obvious power on t.hex
Board as the group's anchor]
man is used dxplomatlcallyl
usually behind the scenes.




